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Building an extension can be one of the best things you ever do in your home. However, it takes a lot of planning. Here are seven things you need to think about before you start.




There are many reasons why you may want to build an extension to your home. Perhaps you’re looking to upgrade your home and create more space to live in, or maybe you want to add value to your home before you sell it. Or, is it that you don’t want the expense and stress of moving, but want to feel like you’ve got a brand new house? Whatever the reason, you are bound to be full of enthusiasm to get started with your extension. But first, take time to plan.




Here are seven things you need to consider when planning your extension.






1 – Who?




Who is going to be in the team that brings your dream extension to life? First, you need to find architects who can design and draw up your plans, as well as guide you through the planning and building regulations process. You will also need a team of builders and other tradespeople: electricians and plumbers, for example.




Word of mouth is the best way to find all of these people. Talk to friends and neighbours who have already had extensions (that you like) and ask them how they got on with their architects and builders.







[image: ]









[image: ]






2 – What?




What type of extension are you going to have? Will it be a loft conversion or an addition to the ground floor? Perhaps you have something even grander in mind?




You also need to consider what you will use the extension for. You may need extra bedrooms, a new bathroom or home office. What you do with these rooms will affect how they are designed, as well as time and budget.










3 – Do you need planning permission?




With most extensions, you do not need specific planning permission. Home extensions come under Permitted Development, provided they meet criteria around size. Of course, there are exceptions, particularly if you like in a conservation area or area of outstanding natural beauty. Your architect will be able to help you navigate the planning process.




Your architect will also make sure your extension complies with building regulations, during the planning stage and once it is built.
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4 – What will the neighbours say?




Be mindful of your neighbours while you plan your extension. Months of building work will affect them as well as you.




Talk to your neighbours to let them know what you are planning and be there to answer any questions they may have. Some people may worry about their ‘right to light’, or the building noise or anything else, so do your best to reassure them.




If you share a party wall, you will need them to give permission to build onto it, so you need to have them onside.








5 – How much?




You must have a budget in mind when you plan your extension. It will help you decide what is feasible and what is outside of your scope. Think about how you are going to pay for it. You may be re-mortgaging or taking out a loan. Don’t overstretch yourself.




Remember there are more costs to an extension than paying your architect and builder, such as:




	Decorating
	Furniture
	Insurance
	Doors and windows
	Skips





You may also need to install a new boiler if your new extension has a bathroom or rooms that require central heating. Ask your architect to assess the situation.




Make sure you talk to your insurance company and your mortgage provider before you start building. Your terms and conditions may require this.






6 – How long?




From start to finish, building an extension can take a long time, sometimes many months. Think about how long it will take and what you will do during that time. It may affect what time of year you choose to commence building.




Think of the effect that months of building will have on your home. You may need to move out for some or all of the building time, especially if your kitchen or bathroom is out of action, for example.
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7 – What else? (AKA the fun bit)




Once you have thought about these practicalities, it’s time to let loose and dream a little. Having an extension should have a significant, positive impact on your home and life. Enjoy the process and think about how you will use the new space in your new home.




Will creating new space in your loft, for example, free up new space in your existing rooms? How will an extension change the way you use your home?




While you have all this building going on, you may want to get other home improvements out of the way, such as redecorating or reorganising your garden.










Find out more




You have the opportunity to create your dream home, in your own style. Make sure you take it.




Harvey Wright Architects know how to take all these factors into consideration, using their years of experience of delighting their clients. Whether it’s a timeless design or something more innovative and original, you can be sure that Ian Harvey and Daniel Wright will help you plan an extension that is right for you.




To find out more about Harvey Wright Architects, call 020 3239 6044 or visit hwarchitects.co.uk.
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							The current trend to is build an extension across the full width of the ground floor of your house, and to knock through the existing rooms to combine creating a large open plan kitchen / living space, this creates the extra floor space that you and your family require without the need to move.

However creating a fully flexible space in this manner lengthens the floor plan which can reduce the natural daylight reaching into back of your new living space, potentially leaving your new space dark and unwelcoming.

To overcome this problem we suggest to our clients that we install new large folding doors to the new rear elevation, which during the summer allows an unbroken flow from living space to garden, but more importantly it maximise the natural daylight into the space. To supplement this we also recommend the insertion of either a series of rooflights or large frameless skylights into the roof, which will increase the natural light into the deeper spaces, while creating the “wow” factor.

Whichever style of skylight you choose we feel it is important to choose self cleaning glass, and one that will provide solar reflectance to reduce overheating in the summer months.
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A new kitchen can transform the way you use your home. Talk to professional architects to make sure you’ve got all your bases covered.






To create a kitchen that can be the centre piece of your home may take a significant investment. So, you need to put some serious thought into it. In this article, we’re going to look at things you must consider when planning your new kitchen design.
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What do you want your new kitchen to be?




The way we use our kitchens has changed over the decades. In the past, it was a separate room of the house where you cooked and stored food. Now, however, it’s the hub of the house. Kitchens can take up almost a whole floor of the home. They’re places for children to play, families to eat and entertain. Cooking takes place there too, but it almost takes a back seat.




As you plan your new kitchen, you need to think about what you want your new kitchen to be. Do you want a large, multi-purpose kitchen? Or do you want your friends and family to dine in a separate room and keep the kitchen for cooking?




What will your new kitchen look like?




Think carefully about the design for a new kitchen. If you are keeping the walls and doors where they are, you have limited scope for changes. However, if you are knocking down walls or building a new extension, you have some big choices to make. Here are three well-known types of kitchen:




	Galley – Like the galley on a ship, a galley kitchen has working and storage areas on both sides, leaving a narrow corridor in the middle for you to work
	L-shaped – An L-shaped kitchen has units and counters on two adjacent sides, leaving a larger space for living
	Island kitchen – An island kitchen will have units around the walls, but its centrepiece is a large block in the middle, which can be used for food preparation, cooking and dining. Island kitchens are currently in style.





Is your new kitchen practical?




Remember, you have to live with your new kitchen for years, even decades, after you install it. You need to make sure it is easy to use every day, with everything in its place. Don’t make compromises on practicality in favour of aesthetics.




It’s as simple as making sure you place things you use together near each other, such as the sink and dishwasher, or the fridge and food preparation area.




A common way to lay out a kitchen incorporates the ‘Golden Triangle’. Where you locate your fridge, cooking area and sink should be in a triangle; no more than 7 metres apart from each other, so they are not too far apart, but no less than 3.5 metres, so you have enough space.




Another popular concept is creating ‘work zones’ in your kitchen; distinct, separate areas for food storage, preparation and cooking, with more distance than the Golden Triangle. You may prefer this layout, particularly if you are going for a larger kitchen area.




Have you thought about light, heat and electricity?




A high standard of lighting will be essential in your new kitchen, particularly if it’s going to be the room where you dine and entertain. A popular idea is to combine LED strip-lights and spotlights, spread across separate, controllable zones in your kitchen. If you have an island, low-hanging pendant lights can look stunning.




While you are renovating your kitchen, you may want to take the opportunity to install underfloor heating, to ensure your kitchen is homely and warm, even when you’re not cooking.




Finally, make sure you have enough electrical power points in your new kitchen. Think about where you want your appliances (kettle, toaster, food processor) to go and ensure you have outlets nearby. You may choose to cover your sockets up in countertop cabinets. Another good idea is to have socket units with USB chargers, so you can charge your phone as you cook.




Do you have enough storage space?




When designing a new kitchen, many people underestimate the amount of storage space they need. You need to make sure you plan for enough cupboard and drawer space for all your pots and pans, as well as your crockery and your food. Carousel cabinets are great ways to use the corner of the room.




Building a new kitchen is also an opportunity to go big on your fridge. If you’re bringing in a large American-style refrigerator, make sure you allow for enough space.




Finally, do you want to keep your bulkier appliances, like your washing machine, in a separate utility room, or have them in your new kitchen? A utility room may encroach on the space available in your new kitchen, but it keeps these items nicely hidden away.




Which architects will you choose?




As you can see, there is a lot to think about when planning a new kitchen. But, you do not have to do it alone.




Harvey Wright Architects know how to take all these factors into consideration, using their years of experience of delighting their clients. Whether it’s a timeless design or something more innovative and original, you can be sure that Ian Harvey and Daniel Wright will help you plan a kitchen that is right for you.




To find out more about Harvey Wright Architects, call 020 3239 6044 or visit hwarchitects.co.uk.
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							The standard Lorem Ipsum passage, used since the 1500s

“Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non proident, sunt in culpa qui officia deserunt mollit anim id est laborum.”

Section 1.10.32 of “de Finibus Bonorum et Malorum”, written by Cicero in 45 BC

“Sed ut perspiciatis unde omnis iste natus error sit voluptatem accusantium doloremque laudantium, totam rem aperiam, eaque ipsa quae ab illo inventore veritatis et quasi architecto beatae vitae dicta sunt explicabo. Nemo enim ipsam voluptatem quia voluptas sit aspernatur aut odit aut fugit, sed quia consequuntur magni dolores eos qui ratione voluptatem sequi nesciunt. Neque porro quisquam est, qui dolorem ipsum quia dolor sit amet, consectetur, adipisci velit, sed quia non numquam eius modi tempora incidunt ut labore et dolore magnam aliquam quaerat voluptatem. Ut enim ad minima veniam, quis nostrum exercitationem ullam corporis suscipit laboriosam, nisi ut aliquid ex ea commodi consequatur? Quis autem vel eum iure reprehenderit qui in ea voluptate velit esse quam nihil molestiae consequatur, vel illum qui dolorem eum fugiat quo voluptas nulla pariatur?”
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Lorem Ipsum is simply dummy text of the printing and typesetting industry. Lorem Ipsum has been the industry’s standard dummy text ever since the 1500s, when an unknown printer took a galley of type and scrambled it to make a type specimen book. It has survived not only five centuries, but also the leap into electronic typesetting, remaining essentially unchanged. It was popularised in the 1960s with the release of Letraset sheets containing Lorem Ipsum passages, and more recently with desktop publishing software like Aldus PageMaker including versions of Lorem Ipsum.




Why do we use it?




It is a long established fact that a reader will be distracted by the readable content of a page when looking at its layout. The point of using Lorem Ipsum is that it has a more-or-less normal distribution of letters, as opposed to using ‘Content here, content here’, making it look like readable English. Many desktop publishing packages and web page editors now use Lorem Ipsum as their default model text, and a search for ‘lorem ipsum’ will uncover many web sites still in their infancy. Various versions have evolved over the years, sometimes by accident, sometimes on purpose (injected humour and the like).




Where does it come from?




Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not simply random text. It has roots in a piece of classical Latin literature from 45 BC, making it over 2000 years old. Richard McClintock, a Latin professor at Hampden-Sydney College in Virginia, looked up one of the more obscure Latin words, consectetur, from a Lorem Ipsum passage, and going through the cites of the word in classical literature, discovered the undoubtable source. Lorem Ipsum comes from sections 1.10.32 and 1.10.33 of “de Finibus Bonorum et Malorum” (The Extremes of Good and Evil) by Cicero, written in 45 BC. This book is a treatise on the theory of ethics, very popular during the Renaissance. The first line of Lorem Ipsum, “Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet..”, comes from a line in section 1.10.32.
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							In these uncertain times, could the future of home design include provision for areas to self-isolate? Can smarter architecture help prevent the transmission of diseases? Let’s find out more.

 

At the time of writing, the UK is living with the threat of Coronavirus. The government has asked anyone who thinks they may have the virus to self-isolate for at least 14 days, while the rest of the population are being asked to practise ‘social distancing’; keeping as far away from other human beings as possible. Many people are working from home. Non-essential travel is discouraged.

 

It’s an uncertain time, which hopefully won’t last too long. However, it could have a significant bearing on the future. We don’t know whether this virus can be totally eradicated. Nor can we be sure that there won’t be other viruses in the future that require us to take similar action.

 

If you’re building or redesigning your family home, it could be worth bearing all of this in mind. You can take measures at the design stage now, that could make self-isolation easier and less stressful in the future. Here are three areas you should consider.

 

1 – Rooms

 

The current trend in home design is for large, open plan, ground floor rooms. These rooms look stunning and are great for living and entertaining in. However, they are not ideal for a family in self-isolation.

 

If self-isolation becomes more prevalent, your home would be better with more individual rooms that can be used. Having a separate kitchen and dining area would be optimal, as would a small area of the house that could be designated as an office when you need to work from home. Government advice is to avoid sharing bathrooms if possible, so if you can add extra bathrooms, it would make life easier. Finally, you could create a secure zone outside your front door for deliveries.

 

The goal for all of these is to keep contact between family members to a minimum. It’s not fun, but it could be necessary.

 

2 – Surfaces

 

Design with the goal of creating a clean, filtered environment for you and your family to live in, so there is less likelihood of you transmitting viruses between each other. For example, go for a smooth, tiled floor in your home where possible, rather than a carpet that can hold in moisture.

 

On your walls, use paint that is anti-bacterial, with no VOCs (volatile organic compounds) in it. VOCs are compounds found in some paints that help it dry quicker and last longer. It’s the VOCs that give off that ‘new paint smell’. However, they also contain chemicals which can be harmful, contributing to health issues such as headaches, nausea and even damage to the nervous system. In the past, VOCs were necessary for a better finish, but today’s VOC-free paints are just as good.

 

You should also consider the air quality in your newly-designed home. Install filters and air conditioning (HVAC) equipment to regulate the temperature and humidity. Make sure you keep them maintained to ensure maximum effectiveness.

 

3 – Technology

 

You can employ the latest tech in your design to minimise the number of surfaces you and your family need to touch. Diseases can spread on shared door handles and switches, but technology means you don’t necessarily need to have them in your home.

 

Instead of conventional light switches, you can install automatic light switches (PIR), with motion sensors to light up the room when someone walks in. In the bathroom, you could fit taps with sensors that start the water when you place your hands underneath them, and toilets with automatic flushes. Automatic doors in the home are less common at the moment, but who knows what the future holds?

 

You can also configure your connected devices so you can switch on your lights or central heating with only your voice. The technology is there. We just have to start using it.

 

What’s next?

 

We hope the Coronavirus crisis will end soon and life can return to normal, but it will be extremely interesting to see how it all plays out. Will architects be more inclined to start designing with self-isolation and social distancing in mind? Only time will tell.

 

To find out more about Harvey Wright Architects, call 020 3239 6044 or visit hwarchitects.co.uk.
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							Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipisicing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non proident, sunt in culpa qui officia deserunt mollit anim id est laborum.


Lorem Ipsum is simply dummy text of the printing and typesetting industry. Lorem Ipsum has been the industry’s standard dummy text ever since the 1500s, when an unknown printer took a galley of type and scrambled it to make a type specimen book. It has survived not only five centuries, but also the leap into electronic typesetting, remaining essentially unchanged. It was popularised in the 1960s with the release of Letraset sheets containing Lorem Ipsum passages, and more recently with desktop publishing software like Aldus PageMaker including versions of Lorem Ipsum.




Why do we use it?

It is a long established fact that a reader will be distracted by the readable content of a page when looking at its layout. The point of using Lorem Ipsum is that it has a more-or-less normal distribution of letters, as opposed to using ‘Content here, content here’, making it look like readable English. Many desktop publishing packages and web page editors now use Lorem Ipsum as their default model text, and a search for ‘lorem ipsum’ will uncover many web sites still in their infancy. Various versions have evolved over the years, sometimes by accident, sometimes on purpose (injected humour and the like).



 


Where does it come from?

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not simply random text. It has roots in a piece of classical Latin literature from 45 BC, making it over 2000 years old. Richard McClintock, a Latin professor at Hampden-Sydney College in Virginia, looked up one of the more obscure Latin words, consectetur, from a Lorem Ipsum passage, and going through the cites of the word in classical literature, discovered the undoubtable source. Lorem Ipsum comes from sections 1.10.32 and 1.10.33 of “de Finibus Bonorum et Malorum” (The Extremes of Good and Evil) by Cicero, written in 45 BC. This book is a treatise on the theory of ethics, very popular during the Renaissance. The first line of Lorem Ipsum, “Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet..”, comes from a line in section 1.10.32.



							
 
						

						

					

						

	

	

	
		
			[image: ]
		
		© Copyright Harvey Wright Architects 2024.

	





	
		
	
		
		
			
				
					[image: ]
				
				© Copyright Harvey Wright Architects.

			

		

		
			
				
					
						[image: ]
					
					
						[image: ]
					
					
						[image: ]                                       
					
					
						[image: ]
					
					
						[image: ]
					
				

				e:  info@hwarchitects.co.uk 
				t: 020 3239 6044
				
		

		

	
			
		
				[image: ]    
			

			
		
				[image: ]Faculty of Party Wall Surveyors
    
			

				
				[image: ]
			
			

			
	
		
		

		

	

	
		More Services

		← Return to Footer
		
		

		

		
			Home


	





















	

				

							
				Contact Details			

		

		

				
			[wpforms id=”3400″]

		



				

							
			CLOSE			
		
	





  
  
    
      
        

  We are using cookies to give you the best experience on our website.

You can find out more about which cookies we are using or switch them off in settings.



        

		  Accept
	  

      

      
    

    
  
  
  
    
    
    
    




















    
  
  
  
    
          
        
          Close GDPR Cookie Settings
          
        
            
        

  [image: Harvey Wright Architects]


        	
  
    Privacy Overview
  

	
    
      Strictly Necessary Cookies
    
  


        

  		Powered by  GDPR Cookie Compliance
		

      

      
      
        
           
        

        
        

          
            

      Privacy Overview
    
  	This website uses cookies so that we can provide you with the best user experience possible. Cookie information is stored in your browser and performs functions such as recognising you when you return to our website and helping our team to understand which sections of the website you find most interesting and useful.

  	  

  



            
  
    Strictly Necessary Cookies
    
      Strictly Necessary Cookie should be enabled at all times so that we can save your preferences for cookie settings.

      
        
          
                
              Enable or Disable Cookies        
              
              
            
          

          
        

        
      

      
              
          If you disable this cookie, we will not be able to save your preferences. This means that every time you visit this website you will need to enable or disable cookies again.

        

        
                                              
    

    
  

  
            
            
            
          

          
        

        
        
          
			  		Enable All
		  					Save Changes
				

        

        
      

      

      


    

    
  

  
  
		
		




















